Guidelines for Exhibition and Completion:
Following are policies that govern exhibition and completion of 4-H Projects:
Exhibition: Exhibition of 4-H projects/subjects in local, county, or state exhibits/fairs is
voluntary on the part of the exhibitor. The exhibition of 4-H projects/subjects provides 4-H
members an opportunity to display their 4-H projects/subjects, enter into competition, and
participate in an educational/social environment with peers. With exhibition also comes the
responsibility for abiding by all the terms and conditions pertaining to the respective 4-H project.
Completion: The completion of a 4-H experience may include a variety of options and must not
be misinterpreted solely as exhibition of a project at a local, county, or state fair. There are a
number of ways that a young person may participate in the 4-H Youth Development Program in
addition to the club-based option. Participating in these 4-H opportunities enable the youth to
build skills that will serve them well throughout their adult lives.
Some of these participation options do not include the preparation of a specific exhibit by an
individual that would be on display at a fair or similar event. In some cases, the youths’ actual
participation may bathe final product that results in their completion of a year of 4-H. Some
examples of this participation include working as a team to develop a robot for a workshop or
challenge; completing a Spark Club experience; participating in State 4-H Band or Chorus;
taking part in a science training or experiment; participating in an after school 4-H experience;
etc.
4-H members are considered complete in their 4-H educational experience for the year when
they have (1) completed the 4-H member enrollment process prior to the established and
published date for enrolling; and (2) had an officially recognized 4-H volunteer/Extension
Educator verify the existence of the completed project/subject or the member’s participation in a
4-H educational experience. Additionally, 4-H members who participate in a club- or fair-based
4-H project/subject will submit completed 4-H record sheet based on printed or web-based
educational materials (used by Indiana 4-HYouth Development) prior to the established and
published date.
Though exhibiting in local, county, and state exhibits/fairs is not required for project completion,
as it does not necessarily relate directly to content and skills learned in the development of the 4H project, project exhibition is encouraged as a continuation of the educational experience.
Extension employees and volunteers are obligated to eliminate (and should not create) any
practices that limit, deprive, or tend to deprive any youth of opportunities for membership and/or
participation in the Indiana 4-H program.
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